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     Suspicious Soliciting of neighborhoods in the Metro area has recently been on the news and I received several emails and telephone calls from neighborhoods that had solicitors recently active in them.  I have put together this information to hopefully answer any questions regarding this concern.  Forsyth County has a specific ordinance (Forsyth County Ordinance 22-161 through 169) that allows the Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office to take specific action under certain circumstances.   What I have provided below is an abbreviated version for your review, to include the action that you need to take if a solicitor comes to your residence:

· The ordinance only applies to solicitors that are soliciting for a profit only company or organization.  An example of these types of organizations is: The Atlanta Journal and Constitution, Magazine sales, etc. 

· The ordinance does not apply to non profit organizations.  An example of these types of organizations is: Religious organizations, girl and boy scouts, booster clubs, etc. 

· To be in violation of the solicitation ordinance, the solicitor (representing an organization for profit) has to go door to door.  If they are placing flyers on mail boxes they are not in violation of the ordinance. 
· All solicitors must register with Sheriff’s Office permits section prior to soliciting in Forsyth County.  They must also display a pink or green solicitors ID badges at all times. 

· If your Neighborhood has “No Solicitation” signs posted at each of its entrances, it means that under no circumstances is door to door solicitation for a profit company or organization is allowed.

·  If a solicitor (for a profit company or organization) comes to your residence please call 911 and report it.  Please provide a description of the person and what direction they were traveling.  A Deputy will be dispatched and they will take the appropriate action to remove the solicitor from your subdivision.
Be very observant of any suspicious or criminal activity in and around your subdivision. If you see any suspicious activity, or to report a crime please call 911 immediately.  Reporting a crime may help your neighbor not be the next victim.  For any other concerns, you may call the non emergency number into the 911 center at 770-781-3087.  As always, Liason’s please call your liaison with the Sheriff’s Office, or myself with any issues or concerns at 678-513-5982
   Thank You

Sgt Allan Frampton
Crime Prevention Unit

Forsyth County Sheriff's Office

678-513-5982

ajframpton@forsythco.com 
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