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Black Bear Sightings

The Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office has received multiple calls from citizens in the area of Peachtree Parkway and Majors Road and Sharon Road.  The Sheriff’s Office is responding to these calls, however we are limited in our response, as our Deputies are not equipped to deal with a black bear and to this point the bear has done little more than roam around and eat bird feed.  The black bear is natural occurring wildlife in this area and are often seen in the area, even in developed areas from time to time.  The 911 center is keeping the Department of Natural Resources appraised of the sightings, but they are not going to intervene unless the bear does something aggressive or dangerous.

Some information to know that I obtained from the Department of natural Resources website at http://www.georgiawildlife.com/  or you can call (770) 918-6416.
    Black bears most commonly are found in three areas of the state - the north Georgia mountains, the Ocmuglee River drainage system in central Georgia and the Okefenokee Swamp in the southeastern part of the state. However, black bears can and do range over larger areas; especially in early spring and late summer, when activity patterns increase.  Black bears are omnivorous and opportunistic, and their diet consists of whatever food is readily available at any given time of year.  Black bears may be attracted to the scents of human food, pet food, birdseed, beehives and even compost piles. When bears can easily obtain such foods, they begin to associate humans with food and as a result, lose their innate fear of people. Wildlife biologists with the Wildlife Resources Division encourage residents to heed the following tips in an effort to minimize bear conflicts and lessen the chance of wild bears becoming habituated to people:

NEVER, under any circumstances, feed a bear. Such activity is unlawful.

· Keep items, such as grills, pet food or bird feeders off-limits to bears. Clean and store grills when not in use, keep pet food indoors and take bird feeders down if bears are in the area.

· Make sure trashcans are bear-proof or kept indoors.

· When camping or picnicking, keep your site clean. Never leave food or coolers unattended. Never keep food in or near your tent. Store food in properly sealed containers and whenever possible, store these containers in a vehicle. If camping in backcountry areas, hang packs or food bags at least ten feet off the ground and at least four feet from the trunk of a tree.

Thank You

Sgt Allan Frampton

Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office

Crime Prevention Unit

678-513-5982

ajframpton@forsythco.com
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